
 

  4 (A) 3 (B) 2 (C)  1 (D and  below) 

  

Purpose  

and Focus  

5 points 

Writing is consistently and fully focused on 

persuading the audience in appropriate 

register. The writing may include 

 One main idea with little or no 

loosely related material. 

 Appropriate and subjective tone 

consistently throughout. 

Writing is adequately and generally on 

persuasion with consideration for the and 

audience. The writing may include 

 One main idea with perhaps some 

loosely related material. 

 Appropriate and subjective tone 

generally consistent throughout. 

Writing is somewhat persuasive and 

acknowledges the audience. The writing 

may include 

 One main idea that is not 

sustained or unclear. 

 Tone is generally 

inconsistent throughout. 

Writing is related to the topic but there is little or no 

awareness of purpose to persuade and audience. The 

writing may include 

 Confusing or unclear ideas. 

 Too brief to demonstrate knowledge of 

purpose or organization. 

Organization 

   5 points 

Writing has a clear main idea and effective 

organization and proper “THIS I 

BELIEVE” format. The writing may 

include: 

 Ideas which progress logically 

from beginning to end with a 

satisfactory introduction and 

conclusion. 

 A variety of transitional 

strategies to logically connect 

ideas. 

Writing has a  clear assertion and effective 

organization of the business letter. Format.  

The writing may include  

   Ideas which progress adequately 

from beginning to end with a 

sufficient introduction and 

conclusion. 

 A variety of transitional strategies 

to adequately connect ideas. 

Writing has an assertion but inconsistent 

organization and may not have all 

elements of a business letter..  The 

writing may include 

 Ideas which progress 

unevenly with an inadequate 

introduction and conclusion. 

 Inconsistent use of 

transitional strategies. 

  

  

The assertion may not be clear and there is no 

discernible organization, including the formal 

business letter.  The writing may include 

 Few or no transitional strategies. 

 Frequent off-topic/extraneous ideas. 

  

Evidence  

10 points 

The writing provides thorough and 

convincing support for the assertion 

including effective use of key quotes from 

THE ODYSSEY that prove the assertion.  

The writing may include: 

 Smoothly integrated and relevant 

evidence, including accurately 

formatted citation of courses. 

The writing provides adequate support for 

assertion including effective use of sources, 

facts, and details.  The writing may include 

 Generally integrated and relevant 

evidence, though citation may be 

imprecise. 

  

The writing provides uneven and brief 

support for assertion, including a partial 

use of sources, facts, and details.  The 

writing may include 

 Weakly integrated evidence 

and/or irrelevant citations. 

  

The writing provides minimal support for the assertion  

with title or no use of sources, facts, and details.  The 

writing may include 

 Minimal, absent, erroneous or irrelevant 

evidence or citations. 

  



Elaboration 

10 points 

  

The writing provides thorough and 

convincing elaboration of support for 

assertion. The writing may include 

 A variety of elaboration 

techniques: definitions, 

quotations, or example that show 

an understanding of text. 

 Precise language 

 Academic and domain specific 

vocabulary  

  

The writing provides adequate elaboration of 

support for assertion.. The writing may 

include 

 Adequate use of some elaboration 

techniques. 

 A mix of precise and general 

language 

 Domain specific vocabulary 

generally appropriate. 

  

The writing provides uneven and brief 

elaboration of support for main idea. 

The writing may include 

 Repetitive or ineffective use 

of elaboration techniques. 

 Imprecise and simplistic 

language 

 Inappropriate use of domain 

specific vocabulary. 

  

The writing provides minimal elaboration of support 

for main idea. The writing may include 

 Unclear and confusing ideas 

 Imprecise and simplistic language 

 Limited and inappropriate use of 

domain specific vocabulary. 

  

Conventions of  

Standard  

English  

5 points 

The writing demonstrates a masterful 

command of basic conventions.  Writing may 

include 

 Some minor errors which do not 

impact meaning. 

 Intentional and sophisticated use 

of punctuation, capitalization, 

sentence formation (run-ons and 

fragments), spelling. 

 Varied sentence structure. 

  

  

The writing demonstrates an adequate 

command of basic conventions.  Writing may 

include 

 Some minor errors but the error 

do not show a consistent pattern 

 Adequate use of punctuation, 

capitalization, sentence formation, 

spelling. 

 Some variation in sentence 

structure. 

The writing demonstrates a partial 

command of basic conventions.  Writing 

may include 

 Various errors, sometimes 

repetitive 

 Inconsistent use of 

punctuation, capitalization, 

sentence formation, spelling. 

 Most sentences are simplistic 

in structure. 

The writing demonstrates a lack of conventions.   

 Simplistic sentence structure. 

 Severe and frequent errors obscure 

meaning. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


